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easy to estimate the blessings that would come to these 
institutions, and through them to the deserving and 
struggling young people in them, — fifteen thousand in 
number, — and through these educated young people to 
the intelligence, virtue, peace and prosperity of the whole 
country, if their incomes were doubled and properly spent. 
But let it not be for military education, but for that 
which makes a better type of everyday Christian 
citizenship. 

We are most happy to state, on reliable authority, 
that none of these bills were passed. This may be due 
to the return of good sense to Congress, or possibly to 
the inattention or incapacity of the authors of the bills. 
But from whatever source it came, we may be thankful 
for the failure, and indulge the hope that by the meeting 
of the next session of Congress the war spirit will have 
so far subsided that neither these nor any other bills of 
like character will be brought before that body for 
consideration. 

Let Congress, if it have money to spare by the hundreds 
of thousands, offer rewards of twenty-five dollars each to 
students in any or all institutions of learning who shall 
make specified attainments in the civic arts — as en- 
gineering, architecture, inventions and discoveries, etc. 
How many students would be benefited, and how the 
different departments in which they work would be en- 
larged and extended ! Let us help peace and hinder war ! 

For want of time, we do not go into the incongruous, 
not to say unchristian, position of the schools under the 
control of the various churches, which are keeping up 
military departments, either through governmental or 
church aid. How an institution claiming to be Christian, 
established in the name of the Prince of Peace, and with 
the avowed purpose of inculcating and disseminating 
His doctrines and spirit, can maintain a military organ- 
ization, — an organization for training for war, — I am 
not able to see. If it is to furnish physical exercise and 
development, the gymnasium is in every way a better 
means. If it is for popularity, we submit that some 
students can be more easily reached through the dance, 
the card table, and the genteel beer cellar. You are 
shocked and offended at a suggestion like this? Please 
analyze your position on the military arts, jn the light 
of the teachings and example of Christ, and see if you 
are not shocked again, and much more severely. 
Wichita, Kansas. 



Christians Should be Passionate 
Advocates of Peace. 

BY REV. CHARLES E. JEFFERSON, D. D. 

In a recent sermon in the Broadway Tabernacle 
Church, New York, the pastor, Rev. Charles E. Jefferson 
uttered, among other things, the following sentiments, 
which are as remarkable for their clearness of insight 
as for their terseness and vigor of expression : 

" It is asserted constantly that war after all is a desira- 
ble episode in the life of the nation. It is a moral tonic, 
and stirs up its sluggish blood. It furnishes a school in 
which young men are developed in all the manly virtues. 
Without war a nation must inevitably become effeminate 
and cowardly and weak. Could any argument be more 
atrocious than that? Has Tolstoy ever said anything 



crazier than that? A school for the development of 
virtues — forsooth ! Men who want to develop manli- 
ness and courage have abundant opportunities without 
going to war. Let them be true men in any sphere of 
labor, and they will be subjected to as severe a test as 
any which the battlefield affords. To do one's duty in 
the days of peace is more difficult than to do it in the 
days of war, for the strain is more continuous and the 
motives to heroic action are less conspicuous and urgent. 
No braver man than Jesus ever lived, and he never 
struck a blow. Saul of Tarsus never joined an army, 
but he said, ' I have fought a good fight.' If to develop 
manhood we must use guns every few years, why not 
have a local war ? Why not encourage an uprising of 
our dangerous classes? That would give us a conflict 
at our doors, and we should all have a chance to develop 
the virile traits of manhood. It is the men who do not 
expect to fight themselves, or to have their own home 
or fortune ruined, who say with such devilish smoothness, 
' War is a good thing ! ' 

"But do not blessings follow war? Yes. They fol- 
low everything. They follow famine, pestilence, calamity, 
crime. No demon can put his foot down so hard upon 
this earth that a flower will not spring up as soon as his 
foot is removed. This is due to the overflowing good- 
ness of God. He compels the wrath of man to praise 
him, but the wrath is not therefore justified. No mat- 
ter what man may do, good will follow. Let him burn 
down the forests, and the land will be enriched by the 
ashes and ready to bring forth luxurious harvests. David 
committed adultery and murder, and after his sins there 
came a beautiful repentance, expressing itself in a heart- 
breaking poem which has been a solace and inspiration 
for three thousand years. Blessings spring up in the 
track of all actions, no matter what they are. The fact 
that blessings always follow war does not prove that war 
is a good thing. The Galveston flood was followed by 
blessings. It opened the hearts of thousands of people, 
and brought the North and the South closer together. 
Shall we pray for another tidal wave? The famine in 
India was followed by blessings. It softened the world's 
heart and brought orient and Occident closer together. 
Shall we ask for another famine? Libby prison was 
followed by blessings. It bound its inmates together by 
a brotherhood whose bonds can never be broken — but 
we want no more Libby prisons. If the half of this city 
should be burned the catastrophe would be followed by 
blessings. Think of the men who would secure work. 
If a pestilence should lay half of our population dead 
blessings would follow. What sympathy in the outside 
world! What a mellowing in the hearts of those of us 
who might be spared ! It would bring about a great 
religious revival. War brings with it great blessings ! 
Yes. And it brings with it direful and immeasurable 
curses. And a sensible man will ask : Do the blessings 
outnumber the curses, and might not the blessings have 
been secured at a less frightful cost ? 

" Another piece of sophistry is the maxim that in order 
to preserve the peace we must prepare for war. This 
is one of those half truths more dangerous than a full- 
blooded lie. What we ought to say is, In order to 
preserve peace we must prepare for peace. Multiplying 
the instruments of war beyond a certain point only stirs 
up bad feeling, and makes it easier to come to blows. 
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Our fathers wanted to live at peace with our neighbors 
to the north, and so they prepared for peace. They 
abolished forts and fortifications along the northern 
boundary, and declared that the great lakes should be a 
highway for commerce, and not stations for ships of war. 
We prepared for peace, and peace we have had for eighty- 
four years. But there are men to-day who, bitten by 
the military mad dog, are alarmed at the imminent 
danger of an invasion from the north, and would have 
the whole Canadian border bristling with guns. 

"What then is the duty of a Christian in our day? 
Should he not be a passionate advocate of peace ? Should 
he not set himself against all bluster and brag, and resist 
with all his might the tendency to increase military expend- 
itures? Every increase in our navy strengthens the war 
party in every parliament of Europe, and every increase 
of the military burden there drives to this country a new 
horde of exiles whose very life has been almost ground 
out of them by the military system, and crushes the 
millions who cannot get away down into a more pitiful 
and hopeless degradation. 

" Mr. Bloch, the distinguished Polish Political Econo- 
mist, closes his monumental work on the ' Future of War ' 
with the assertion that the consequence of the present 
expenditure on preparation for war is slow destruction, 
a destruction that extends not simply to industry and 
finance, but to the framework of society and the fibre of 
men's souls. I wish you could all read his six great 
volumes, and study his awful, frightening pages of 
statistics. You would then understand why Tolstoy and 
others cry out in the agony of a great despair. It would 
make clear why there are socialists and anarchists and 
nihilists. It would explain why so many of our best in- 
formed and farthest sighted citizens fear militarism more 
than any other demon ever let loose from the pit. We 
have had one great Peace Conference; we must soon 
have another. At the Conference of The Hague an in- 
ternational tribunal was established ; at the next confer- 
ence plans must be adopted for scaling down the 
magnitude of the armaments which are souring and 
poisoning and damning the life of Christendom. Mili- 
tarism is the running sore, the inexcusable blunder, the 
unspeakable crime, the unpardonable sin of the Christian 
world. I believe that the world would be infinitely 
happier and safer if all the great fighting fleets of battle- 
ships were sunk to the bottom of the sea, and there 
should be no navy except an international force of cruis- 
ers just sufficient to protect commerce from pirates and 
the possible depredations of half civilized tribes. In the 
great work of redemption America must lead the way. 
From the beginning we have been preeminently a nation 
of peace. That is why God has blessed us above all 
the nations of the earth." 



Mail and Farewell ! 

BY JOHN ADAMS. 

(U. S. Army Hill, 1901.) 
Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing, 

We have come to say good-bye. 
In the days of our beginning 

Thou to us vvert the Most High. 
We are older now, and wiser 

Than were nations of the past; 



We are planning for a record 

Which old histories will outlast. 
In thy Empyrean, Lord, 

Love for empire still will hold; 
But for rulership on earth 

We have squarely chosen gold. 
Holy Moses ! Should the question 

Which outranks, dear Lord, arise, 
Constituencies must settle that, 

Deciding by the count of size. 

Hail Columbia! We are going 
To the fields of our own sowing. 
Farewell, cherished old opinion, 
Farewell, heavenly dominion ! 
We may meet, and we may never, 
In the world that's called forever. 
But they're bivouacked for glory 
Who beforehand write their story. 
Time is speeding. Give us blessing; 
For old friendship's sake, a blessing. 
Once for all, our once Most High, 
We are bidding Thee good-bye. 
■ « ♦ ■ 

The Universal Demonstration of 
Women for Peace. 

(The following circular letter, addressed to local councils of women 
throughout the United States, not Having reached us in time for publica- 
tion in our May number, we are glad to give it place in our present issue, 
as setting forth the faithfulness with which the women of peace propose 
to follow up the important work which they began the year of the Hague 
Conference. ) 

On May 15, 1899, a universal demonstration in behalf 
of peace was undertaken by an international committee 
of women. Through the indefatigable labors of this 
committee, numerous meetings were held in eighteen 
different countries. The chairman of the entire com- 
mittee, Frau Margerete Lenore Selenka, of Munich, 
reported the results of this demonstration to the Peace 
Conference at its opening session at The Hague, which 
took place on May 18, of that year. 

Notwithstanding the discouraging conditions of the 
intervening years, and the many pessimistic jeers at the 
Czar's Conference at The Hague, it is certainly matter 
for grateful consideration that as a result of that Confer- 
ence the Permanent Court of International Arbitration 
will convene at The Hague on the second anniversary 
of the Conference. To celebrate this, event, to show 
that their zeal for peace, instead of being cooled by wars 
and rumors of wars, is only by these events excited to 
greater ardor, the same international committee has un- 
dertaken another peace demonstration by women to be 
held on May 18, 1901. This demonstration will be 
simultaneous with the opening of the Court of Interna- 
tional Arbitration. 

By the authority of the international committee, in- 
cluding distinguished women of Germany, England, 
Austria, Canada, Belgium, Denmark, Spain, France, Hol- 
land, lloumania, Hungary, Italy, Norway, Russia, Servia, 
Sweden, Switzerland and Japan, as the representative on 
this committee in the United States, the undersigned 
hereby urges women throughout the United States to 
arrange for meetings, large and small, in behalf of in- 
ternational peace and arbitration. 

Wherever local councils exist, it is recommended that 



